[Comparative studies on the contamination of foods by cancerogenic hydrocarbons in the Soviet Union and in the GDR (author's transl)].
Investigations on the relationship of the environmental contamination with cancer are shown to be necessary. Epidemiologic investigations point to a connection of the increased occurence of cancer in the gastro-intestinal tract with dietetic factors. The high cancer rate in the gastro-intestinal tract (amongst other factors) is discussed as a result of the uptake of exogenic foreign matterns with the food. The possibilities of the contamination by cancerogenic compounds are summarized. The necessity of international co-operation in the field of finding out, as far as possible, sources and degree of food contamination by cancerogenic compounds is motivated beginning with polycyclic aromatic compounds, whereby at present benzo-(a)-pyrene comes into question as a reference substance. The laying down of controllable hygienic norms as preliminarily tolerable limits in the proper sense of an unavoidable dose are discussed. They could be a basis of oncological preventive measures (minimization or elimination of cancerogenic compounds in foods).